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Features
Microsoft Visual FoxPro 9.0 is an extremely powerful tool for quickly building database applications and components. Its data-centric, object-oriented language offers 
developers a robust tool set for building database applications—for the desktop, as a client/server solution, or on the Web by using components and XML Web services. 

New features in Visual FoxPro 9.0:

Flexibility to Build All Types of Database Solutions

Ø        Create .NET compatible solutions with hierarchical XML and XML Web services.

Ø        Exchange data with SQL Server through enhanced SQL language capabilities and 

newly supported data types.

Ø        Enhance your user interfaces with dockable user forms, auto-anchoring of 

controls, and improved image support.

Ø        Personalize the Properties Window with your favorite properties, custom editors, 

fonts, and color settings.

Ø        Build and deploy stand-alone and remote applications for Windows based Tablet 

PCs.

Ø        Create and access COM components and XML Web Services compatible with 

Microsoft .NET technology.

Ø        Visual FoxPro 9.0 allows you to build end-to-end solutions, from data entry forms 

to complex report outputs.

Reporting System Features

Ø        Extensible new output architecture provides precision control of report data output 

and formatting.

Ø        Multiple detail band support for data with multiple one-to-many relationships.

Ø        Output reports supported include in XML, HTML, image formats, and customizable 

multi-page print preview window.

Ø        Customizable print preview window with improved display quality and multiple 

page support.

Ø        New ReportListener class provides access to report generation and rendering 

events at runtime.

Ø        Flexible report chaining allows for more complex print jobs.

Ø        Powerful design-time hooks with customizable builders.

Ø        Backward compatible with existing Visual FoxPro reports.
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Data-Handling and Interoperability

Ø        New Data Types - Varchar, Varbinary, and Blob types allow for improved 

interoperability with SQL Server.

Ø        Extended SQL Enhancements – more capabilities with SELECT, INSERT, UPDATE 

and DELETE statements.

Ø        CAST() – new function allows you to convert between different data types.

Ø        New Binary Index – support for new index type to improve performance using 

Deleted tag.

Ø        XMLAdapter – improved nested hierarchical XML and XSD schema support.

Smart Client User Interface Features

Ø        Dockable Forms – allow for professional functioning Windows applications.

Ø        Anchoring – lets you control movement of controls on a form as the form is 

resized.

Ø        Buttons – improved control over position of image on a button with text 

alignment.

Ø        Checkboxes – new word wrap support for checkbox captions.

Ø        Labels – support for rotating text for label captions.

Ø        Shapes and Lines – ability to create polygons and Bezier curves.

Ø        Lists and Combos – use collections as databinding row source.

Ø        Images – bind to non file-based pictures.

Extensible Developer Productivity

Ø        Property Sheet – support for new font and color display options, extended 

characters and long expressions.

Ø        Member Data Extensibility – ability to specify custom property editors and 

favorites.

Ø        Background Compile – see valid and invalid syntax as you type command lines.

Ø        Task Pane – new and improved task panes such as the Data Explorer pane.

Ø        Extended System Capabilities – no limits for arrays, procedure size, and nesting 

levels.

Ø        String Functions – powerful new enhancements for working with strings.

Ø        ICASE() – new inline function similar to DO CASE statement.

Ø        International – greater support for use of FontCharSets in applications.

Visual FoxPro 9.0 Feature Overview:
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Rushmore Query Optimization Technology 
Run queries of large FoxPro data files in sub-second times. 

Local Cursor Engine
Easily manipulate data interactively and programmatically. 

Database Container
Create persistent relationships between tables, stored procedures, events, triggers, rules, and default values. 

Local and Remote Views
Build applications based on queries that return filtered Visual FoxPro or Microsoft SQL Server data for increased performance. Take remote data offline for added 
power. 

Database Events
Control user actions with code that executes when a database is opened, closed, or modified. 

Built-in Batch-Processing Capabilities
Quickly and directly manipulate large amounts of data in corporate transaction-processing solutions. 

Integrated SQL Support
Manipulate large amounts of data by using Structured Query Language (SQL) statements. 

Integrated XML Language Support
Import and export hierarchical XML using support for XML DiffGrams between Visual FoxPro data cursors and ADO.NET DataSets. 

OLE DB Provider
Provide access to Visual FoxPro data from other clients such as Microsoft Visual Studio .NET and Office XP. 

SQL Server Upsizing Wizard
Easily migrate Visual FoxPro data to SQL Server databases. 

Universal Data Access
Use the CursorAdapter class for unified data access to native Visual FoxPro tables, XML, Microsoft SQL Server 2000, and ODBC or OLE DB data sources. 

Auto-Increment Support
Create auto-increment counter fields for primary key fields in Visual FoxPro data tables. 

True Event-Driven Model
Fully access standard Microsoft Windows events—for example, mouse movements that enable drag-and-drop operations. 

Project Manager
Organize and manage all files in a project. 

Form Designer and Report Designer
Visually create forms and reports by using drag-and-drop operations to move controls bound to data. 

Visual Class Designer
Visually create classes of reusable forms and controls. 

Builders
Reduce development time with tools that simplify the editing of visual control common properties at design time. 

Wizards
Quickly step through common application development tasks, such as the creation of forms, queries, and reports. Use the Application Wizard to create a complete 
application quickly. 

Visual and Non-Visual Inheritance
Create class libraries of reusable code, forms, and controls. 

Class Browser and Component Gallery
Manage class libraries and other common application components with easy-to-use visual tools. 

Visual FoxPro Foundation Classes
Choose from more than 100 prebuilt, reusable classes that provide common functionality, and add them to applications easily. 

Object-Oriented Application Framework
Build applications by using an object-oriented application framework, which consists of a generic set of classes that form the core of an application. 

Command Window
Interact directly with the integrated development environment (IDE) and your applications during runtime. 

Document View Window
View and quickly navigate to source procedures, functions, and methods. 

Advanced Code Editor
Reduce coding time with features that display color-coded syntax, block indent, comments, bookmarks, and shortcuts. 

Microsoft IntelliSense Technology
Decrease coding time by using powerful, extensible language assistance as you type. 

Microsoft Visual SourceSafe Integration
Coordinate the efforts of individual users and development teams, and extend control over the versioning process. 

Full-Featured Debugger
Increase productivity with event tracking, coverage logging, and breakpoint support. 

Coverage Profiler
Test applications by checking which lines of code are being executed ("coverage") and perform "profiling" to determine bottlenecks in code. 

Structured Error Handling
Control and encapsulate error handling in code using TRY...CATCH...FINALLY structure, escalate exceptions using THROW, and manage using Exception objects.

Advanced Controls
Build smart client desktop forms using rich features, such as orienting tabs on page frames, locking and automatically resizing columns, highlighting grid rows, 
changing background color and positioning images on command buttons. 

GDI+ Image Support
Display and rotate images on forms with support for file formats such as .bmp, .jpeg, .gif, animated .gif, .wmf, .emf, .tiff, and more. 

Event Binding
Bind native and custom events and methods to other Visual FoxPro objects. 

View Designer
Build SQL SELECT statement queries using two-way editing between the Query/View designer and source code output. 

Powerful Base Classes
Subclass member classes, such as pages in page frames and headers and columns in grids. Subclass the DataEnvironment class and use the DataEnvironment 
and CursorAdapter builders. You can manage application objects using the new Collection class. 

Discoverability
Use the Task Pane to manage development tasks and access Visual FoxPro Help, XML Web services, and community news. The new Toolbox provides easy access 
to frequently used items such as classes, controls, and code snippets. You can search for and replace symbol and text references throughout projects and files 
using the Code References tool. 

Database Applications
Get the tools developers need to manage data—from organizing tables of information and running queries and reports to building full-featured database 
applications for end users. 

Built-in Client/Server Capabilities
Combine the power and graphical user interface of Visual FoxPro with the speed, storage, and security of SQL Server. 

Microsoft SQL Server 2000 Desktop Engine (MSDE 2000) 
Build desktop and shared solutions that are fully compatible with SQL Server 2000, and migrate them directly to SQL Server. 

Interoperate with Other Applications
Programmatically control other applications, including Microsoft Office. 

Microsoft Active Accessibility
Make your applications accessible to third-party tools, such as screen readers, voice recognition devices, and automated test harnesses. 

Deployment Tools
Use the included InstallShield Express to easily deploy your Visual FoxPro applications. 

Visual FoxPro Data and the Web
Use Visual FoxPro and Internet Information Services (IIS) in Microsoft Windows 2000 SP3 or later to build high-performance, database-driven Web applications. 

COM Components
Build middle-tier business objects that can interoperate easily with other applications, including Office, Microsoft Visual Studio, and Active Server Pages (ASP) 
technology. 

Support for COM+ Services
Create components for highly scalable n-tier distributed transaction applications by using COM+ Services, such as COM+ Events, Queued Components, and 
Message Queuing. 

XML Web Services
Publish and consume SOAP-based XML Web services compatible with .NET technology over HTTP using the Microsoft SOAP Toolkit 3.0 

Windows XP Themes support
Apply Microsoft Windows XP Themes to Visual FoxPro applications, including controls at the form and container level. 
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